
Brian Grasso, first-year Duke student and participant in the Race and 

Faith Short-Course:  “I really appreciate the class on racial issues  

because lots of students on campus are talking about race. Thinking 

through the tensions from a Christian perspective is necessary in   

order to represent Christ well. Having discussions about real issues 

from a Christian perspective helps Christian students on campus    

engage the world with meaningful and well-thought-out dialogue. 

Also, there’s a lot of variation in how Christians approach issues like 

race and hearing Christian perspectives that are different from my 

own is both challenging and edifying.” Students at a lunchtime conversation with 

Veritas Forum speaker, Dr. William Tate 

Jessie Narloch, third-year medical student at Duke and participant in 

the Med School Reading Group: “The opportunity to spend time with 

faculty who have experienced and pondered ways to embody Christ 

through a career in medicine is invaluable...Through discussing our 

collective mission to love God and His people, this group allows 

space for better understanding our vocations in light of the Gospel... 

More than anything, though, this group has reminded me of the 

importance of Christian community in medicine. The process of 

recounting the joys and struggles of remaining Christ-like in our 

practice of medicine is an important discussion that will undoubtedly 

equip me as I serve my future patients.” 

Harrison Russin, third-year graduate student in musicology at Duke 

and member of the First Things Reading Group: “First Things has 

been my critical companion through so many important events, 

offering informed, argumentative opinions on Supreme Court 

decisions, papal elections, newly-published books, and, in general, 

the place of principled belief within Western culture...With the 

‘Readers of First Things’ group, recently formed through the Center 

for Christianity and Scholarship, I have a new set of companions who 

bring their own beliefs and experiences to an engaging conversation.” 

What students are saying about the reading groups and courses 

Sights and Sounds of CCS: Fall 2015 

Ways to Pray: 

 For students to explore questions and pursue Truth with trusted 

faculty, friends, and campus leaders 

 For faculty to seek out Christian community and to encourage one 

another as Christian scholars and teachers 

 For campus ministers in the Triangle to embody a spirit of love 

and unity with one another 

 For students, faculty, and campus ministers to thrive in the Lord’s 

joy and rest in the Lord amid weariness 
 

Ways to Volunteer: 

 Provide a meal for one of our student lunches 

 Host one of our guest lecturers 

 Serve as a greeter at one of our lectures 

Box 90974 Durham, NC 27708 www.christianityandscholarship.org 

“Faith in the White House” conversation 

between Michael Gerson and Mac 

McCorkle 

Prior to the “Why Place Matters” talk by 

Dr. Wilfred McClay, we asked students to 

tell us what place matters to them and why. 

This map represent their responses. 


